
CHESTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Minutes of Regular Meeting of Board of School Trustees 

District Office – Chester, South Carolina 

Monday, August 26, 2019 – 6 p.m. 

 

 

Members present:  Dr. Collins, chairperson; Mrs. James, vice-chairperson; Mr. Fuller; 
Mrs. James; Mrs. Lovern; Mr. Shannon; Mr. Smith; and Mrs. White.   
 

Others present:  Dr. Bain, superintendent; Mr. Camp, chief operations officer; Mrs. 
Jinnette, chief financial officer; Mrs. Dunlap, chief instructional officer; Mr. Sumter, chief 
human resources officer; Dr. Graham, executive director of early childhood/elementary 
instruction; Mr. Carter, director of safety; Mr. Barr, director of Chester County Career 
Center; Dr. Graham, principal of Chester High School, Mrs. Houston, principal of Chester 
Middle School; Mr. Sanders, principal of Great Falls High School; Ms. Brunson, principal 
of Great Falls Middle School; Mrs. Snipes, principal of Lewisville High School; and Mr. 
Edmond, principal of Lewisville Middle.  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Dr. Collins called the meeting to order.  
 

INVOCATION 
Mr. Shannon gave the invocation. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
The board and the audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag in unison. 
 

Notice to Media:  In accordance with the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, 
Sec. 30-4-80(E), as amended, the following have been notified of the time, date, and 
agenda of this meeting:  The News & Reporter (Chester); The Herald (Rock Hill); WRBK 
Radio Station (Chester); WAGL Radio Station (Lancaster); and CN2 News (Rock Hill). 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 On a motion by Mrs. Lovern, seconded Mrs. James, the board voted unanimously  
(7-0) to approve the agenda as presented. 

 

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 

 Mr. James Fuller – SCSBA Boardmanship Institute Recognition – Mr. Fuller was 
recognized for achieving Level 1 training in SCSBA Boardmanship Institute.   He received 
a certificate from SCSBA for this achievement.  The certificate was presented to Mr. Fuller 
by the board chair and the vice-chair. 
  

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Dr. Collins announced the Public Comment section and the procedure for addressing 
the board.  She also announced the names of the persons who requested to address the 
board for Public Comment.   
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 Mr. Steve Jackson addressed the board to express his concern about the master 
plan for a stand-alone performing arts center.  Mr. Jackson suggested that the performing 
arts center should be connected to Lewisville High School and managed by the school 
staff.  He also suggested that the 66-acre tract of land behind Lewisville High School 
would be enough space for upgrades to the athletic fields and the bus area if purchased.   
 
 Mr. Jackson also expressed concern about the master plan for Great Falls 
Middle/High School to be converted to a grades 7 through 12 school.  He shared his 
thoughts about the school ranking, the test score results, and the decline in the student 
population in Great Falls. 
 
 Mrs. Janice Barnes addressed the board.  She expressed her opinion about a water 
leak in one area of Lewisville High School that had not been completely repaired by the 
company hired to do the repair work.  Mrs. Barnes also expressed her opinion about the 
fifth grade class that had not been moved back to Lewisville Elementary School from 
Lewisville Middle School as promised by the administration two years prior.   
 
 Mr. Reid Carrico addressed the board to express his thoughts about the public 
statements that Chester High School was the oldest high school in the district and should 
be replaced.  He gave the dates of construction for each high school as proof that Chester 
High School was the youngest of the three high schools.  Mr. Carrico also expressed his 
thoughts about the demographic studies used for facility planning that he felt had flaws 
concerning the growth rate for the Lewisville area.    
 
 Ms. Ellen Reid addressed the board to share her thoughts about the presentation on 
the architectural plans for Chester High School and Chester County Career Center.  Ms. 
Reid felt that the plans could have been drawn differently so that the existing property 
could be utilized for the new construction of both schools.  She also shared her thoughts 
about the performing arts center proposed for the Lewisville area.  Ms. Reid felt that an 
auditorium and career classrooms added at Lewisville High School would better suit the 
community than a performing arts center. 
 
 County Councilman Mike Vaughn addressed the board to make a request that 
transparency and communication with the public be maintained to ensure passing the 
bond referendum. 
 
 Ms. Mary Bland addressed the board to express her concern about the condition of 
Chester High School and the school track area.  Ms. Bland gave her opinion about the 
conditions at the school that require an insect and rodent free environment for learning, as 
well as an upgraded track provided to replace the old asphalt track currently in use. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA  
 On a motion by Mrs. James, seconded by Mr. Fuller, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to approve the items under the Consent Agenda.   
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 The Consent Agenda items approved were the following:  minutes of July 22, 2019, 
meeting; and minutes of August 19, 2019, meeting.  
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Superintendent – Dr. Bain gave an update on the impact fees study.  She reported 
that the preliminary work related to the capital improvement plan (CIP) and the internal 
analysis for review of CIP and impact fees study had been completed.  She also reported 
that design development for CIP and impact fees study had begun, and the impact fees 
study would be completed either late September or early October. 
 
 Dr. Bain reported next on the smooth opening of school on August 19.  She reported 
that all the principals were doing a fine job. 
 

 Operations Report – Mr. Camp gave an operations report on the maintenance work 
orders completed since the last board meeting. He reported that the HVAC installation and 
flooring throughout Chester Middle School, as well as the front entrance pavement at 
McCandless Road, had been completed.  Mr. Camp also reported on the safety training 
provided for principals and staffs that included the upcoming mandatory Active Shooter 
training scheduled in September. 
 

 Financial Report – Mrs. Jinnette presented the proposed millage rate for fiscal year 
2020, which was 206.2 mills (Attachment A).  The millage calculation indicated a 2.44 
percent increase that was incorporated in the operational school budget.  A discussion of 
the proposed millage was held. 
 
 After the discussion, Mrs. Jinnette presented the Comparative Monthly Financial 
Statement for the period July 1, 2019, through July 31, 2019 (Attachment B).  She also 
gave an update on the new procedure for reporting per pupil expenditures. 
 

 Instruction Report – Mrs. Dunlap made a presentation on the district summer 
professional development sessions made available to administrators and teachers.  The 
presentation included an update on the CSI and Priority School Progress Reports for 
Great Falls Elementary, Great Falls Middle School and Chester Middle School; the new 
ApSeed early childhood intervention program for children three years old and younger; the 
Be Great Academy afterschool program for elementary and middle school students; and 
the Mentoring Matters secondary mentoring and job shadowing program. 
 
 After the presentation, Mrs. Dunlap gave the board members an events calendar for 
the school year. 
 

 Human Resources Report – Mr. Sumter made a presentation on district staffing and 
Kelly Services.  He reported that the district was 100 percent staffed at the opening of 
school.  He also reported that Kelly Services had increased the salary for substitute  
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teachers. Mr. Sumter pointed out that the salary increase could possibly improve the pool 
of substitute teachers used by the schools.  

 

DISCUSSION 

 Property criteria – Mr. Ben Thompson, architectural consultant, made a 
presentation that provided additional information about property criteria for the different 
facility options. 
 

 Facilities plan – Principals Tammy Snipes, Jamal Sanders and Duane Graham, 
Ed.D, respectively, gave favorable comments about the architectural plan proposed for 
their individual high schools.  Mr. Thomas Barr, director of Chester County Career Center, 
also gave favorable comments about the architectural plan for the new career center.   

 

 Bond question and date – Ms. Frannie Heizer, bond attorney, discussed the ballot 
question language recommended for the bond referendum on CIP option 1 with scenario 
options 1, 2 and 3.  Ms. Heizer also suggested dates that could be suitable to hold the 
bond referendum. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 On a motion by Mrs. James, seconded by Mr. Fuller, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to go into executive session. 
 
 The board entered executive session at 7:59 p.m. for certified personnel hiring 
recommendations and resignations discussion, and discussion of property options.  

 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 On a motion by Mr. Shannon, seconded by Mrs. Lovern, the board voted 
unanimously (7-0) to return to open session. 
 

ACTION ITEMS 

 Certified personnel hiring recommendations – On a motion by Mr. Shannon, 
seconded by Mrs. White, the board voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the certified 
personnel hiring recommendations as presented (Attachment C). 
 

 First reading of administrative rule BDG-R amendment – On a motion by Mrs. 
James, seconded by Mr. Fuller, the board voted 6-1 to approve the first reading of 
administrative rule BDG-R, School Attorney/Legal Services, as amended.  Mrs. James, 
Mr. Fuller, Mr. Shannon, Mr. Smith, Mrs. White and Dr. Collins voted in favor of the 
motion.  Mrs. Lovern opposed. 

 

 First reading of administrative rule IKA-R amendment – On a motion by Mr. 
Shannon, seconded by Mrs. White, the board voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the first 
reading of administrative rule IKA-R, Grading/Assessment Systems, as amended. 
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 Millage rate – On a motion by Mrs. James, seconded by Mr. Fuller, the board voted 
6-1 to approve the rate for operational millage at 2.44 percent for the 2019-2020 school 
year as presented.  Mrs. James, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Shannon, Mr. Smith, Mrs. White and Dr. 
Collins voted in favor of the motion.  Mrs. Lovern opposed. 
 

 Locally designed subject area course request – On a motion by Mrs. Lovern, 
seconded by Mr. Fuller, the board voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the locally designed 
subject area course Law Education II as requested by the administration. 
 

 Ballot question language and date for bond referendum – On a motion by Mr. 
Fuller, seconded by Mrs. James, the board voted 6-1 to approve the ballot question 
language for CIP option 1, scenario 3 for $116.5 million, and referendum date for 
February 4, 2020.  Mr. Fuller, Mrs. James, Mr. Shannon, Mr. Smith, Mrs. White and Dr. 
Collins voted in favor of the motion.  Mrs. Lovern opposed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, Mr. Shannon moved, and Mr. Smith seconded, to 
adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously (7-0). 
 
    The meeting adjourned at 9:43 p.m. 
 

 
________________________________ 
Angela H. Bain, PhD, SPHR 
Executive Secretary 
 
________________________________ 
Anne B. Collins, PhD 
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 


